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University of Arizona  
Study Information Sheet 

Study Title: Understanding the Social Impacts of Coronavirus on Gun Culture, Gun Politics 
and Gun Markets 

Principal Investigator: Jennifer Carlson, PhD 
  

You are being asked to participate in a research study. Your participation in this research study is 
voluntary and you do not have to participate. This document contains important information about this study 

and what to expect if you decide to participate.  Please consider the information carefully. Feel free to ask 
questions before making your decision whether or not to participate. 

 
Summary of the research 

Since the surge in COVID-19 cases in the United States in early March 2020, Americans have cleared shelves 
of food, toiletries, and other essential items—including guns and ammunition. With Americans clearing the 
shelves of gun shops of guns and ammunition, the pandemic provides a unique opportunity to better 
understand the significance of guns in the everyday lives of Americans. The study involves in-depth 
interviews with individuals poised at the frontlines of surges in gun sales: gun sellers. 
 

What will happen if I take part in this study? 
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to answer a series of questions about gun culture, gun politics, 
gun law and gun markets as well as demographic information and personal responses to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The interview will take place either over the phone or via video conferencing. As per your 
preference, the interview will be audio recorded, or I will take notes. You are free to decline to answer any 
question and to withdraw from the study within four weeks of participation. While your participation will 
help researchers better understand the relationship between firearms and public health crises, you will not 
benefit directly from participating in this study. While the risks are minimal to participation, you may 
experience emotional distress from answering personal questions about the impact of COVID-19 during this 
difficult time (see below for hotline information).  
 

How long will I be in the study? 
Your participation in the study will last approximately 30 minutes to one hour—the length of the interview.  

 
Will I be paid for participating in the study or experience any costs? 

You will be compensated with a $15 Amazon.com gift card. There are no anticipated costs other than your time. 
 

How many people will take part in this study? 
Approximately 80 people will participate in this study, which will include gun sellers in Arizona, California, 
Florida and Michigan.  
 

Can I stop being in the study? 
Your participation is voluntary.  You do not need to participate in this study.  If you decide to take part in the 
study, you may leave the study at any time.  No matter what decision you make, there will be no penalty to you 
and you will not lose any of your usual benefits. Your decision will not affect your future relationship with The 
University of Arizona.  If you are a student or employee at the University of Arizona, your decision will not 
affect your grades or employment status. 

 
You may withdraw from this study at any time, but you will have four weeks after this interview if you decide to 
remove your data from the study. All recordings and other data related to you will be destroyed within two 
weeks of notification. At the four-week mark, I will de-identify the transcript resulting from this interview and 
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destroy the audio recording, which is why I will not be able to remove your de-identified data from the study 
after that point. If you choose to withdrawal, please contact the Principal Investigator Jennifer Carlson by phone 
(312-391-1433) or email (jennifercarlson@email.arizona.edu).  
 
 

Will my study-related information be kept confidential? 
With your permission, I would like to audiotape this interview so that I can make an accurate transcript.  If you 
do not want the interview recorded, I will instead take hand-written notes. Once I have transcribed the 
interview, I will erase the recordings and/or de-identify the notes.  Your name will not be in the transcript or my 
notes.  

 
Your name will not be used in any report. Note that the transcript will be assigned a code number.  There will be 
no list or other mechanism that connects your name to this code. The information that you provide in the study 
will be handled confidentially. However, there may be circumstances where this information must be released or 
shared as required by law. The University of Arizona Institutional Review Board may review the research records 
for monitoring purposes. 
 

Will my study-related information be used for future research? 
De-identified data collected about you may be used in future research studies conducted by the Principal 
Investigator.  

 
Who can answer my questions about the study? 

For questions, concerns, or complaints about the study you may contact the Principal Investigator Jennifer 
Carlson at 312-391-1433 or jennifercarlson@email.arizona.edu. For questions about your rights as a participant 
in this study or to discuss other study-related concerns or complaints with someone who is not part of the 
research team, you may contact the Human Subjects Protection Program at 520-626-6721 or online at 
http://rgw.arizona.edu/compliance/human-subjects-protection-program. 
 

Emotional Distress 
If you find you or those around you experiencing emotional distress during this difficult time, there are 
national hotlines available to help, including the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. 
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