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University of Arizona  
Consent to Participate in Research 

Study Title: The Impact and Aftermath of Surviving Gun Violence 

Principal Investigator: Jennifer Carlson 
 

Summary of the research 
This is a consent form for participation in a research project funded by the National Science Foundation. 
Your participation in this research study is voluntary. It contains important information about this study and what 
to expect if you decide to participate.  Please consider the information carefully. Feel free to ask questions before 
making your decision whether or not to participate. 

Why is this study being done? 
This study examines the impact and aftermath of different kinds of gun violence on survivors, broadly 
defined. It looks at their experiences with social supports in the aftermath of gun violence, the impact of different 
legal frameworks on the experience of surviving gun violence, and how the experience of surviving gun violence has 
shaped their social and political lives.  
 

What will happen if I take part in this study? 
This study involves interviewing survivors (broadly defined) of different kinds of gun violence, including active 
shootings, felonious homicides, and shootings deemed self-defense by the state. To account for how differences in 
law, policy, and culture may shape the impact and aftermath of surviving gun violence, it looks at two states: 
California and Florida. If you agree to participate in this study, you will be asked to take part in an audio-recorded 
interview at a location of your choosing. If you choose not to have your interview recorded, I will take hand-written 
notes during the interview. The interview will involve questions about your experiences with gun violence; concrete 
forms of support (financial, social, cultural, legal, etc.) that were available or not after surviving gun violence; 
changes you experienced as a result of surviving gun violence; and political activities related to the issue of guns and 
gun violence. After the interview, you will be given a short demographic survey to fill out.  

 
How long will I be in the study? 

Your participation in the study will last approximately one hour—the length of the interview.  

 
How many people will take part in this study? 

Approximately 240 people will participate in this study, which will include victims of different kinds of gun violence 
across two states (California and Florida).  

 
Can I stop being in the study? 

Your participation is voluntary.  You do not need to participate in this study.  If you decide to take part in the 
study, you may leave the study at any time.  No matter what decision you make, there will be no penalty to you and 
you will not lose any of your usual benefits.  Your decision will not affect your future relationship with The 
University of Arizona.  If you are a student or employee at the University of Arizona, your decision will not affect 
your grades or employment status. 
 
You will have four weeks after this interview to withdraw your data from the study; all recordings and other data 
related to you will be destroyed within two weeks of notification. At the four-week mark, I will de-identify the 
transcript resulting from this interview and destroy the audio recording, which is why I will not be able to remove 
your data from the study after that point. If you choose to withdrawal, please contact the Principal Investigator 
Jennifer Carlson by phone (312-391-1433) or email (jennifercarlson@email.arizona.edu).  
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What risks or benefits can I expect from being in the study? 

The interview protocol asks you to revisit a painful experience: surviving gun violence. Those who survive gun 
violence may experience stigma by virtue of their proximity to violence; there is a risk that participation in the study 
could trigger reputational concerns for you. Finally, it is possible that you could disclose details relevant to ongoing 
criminal or civil cases involving the violence they have experienced. To minimize this risk, I have taken training in 
trauma and bereavement through Arizona State University’s Social Welfare School, and I will also be providing a list 
of resources at the start of the interview. In addition, you are free to stop the interview at any point or elect to not 
answer any question for any reason.  

Your participation will benefit society more broadly by providing insight into the aftermath of gun violence 
survivorship, especially how the widespread experience of surviving gun violence impacts the politics of guns. In 
addition, study results may be useful in identifying feasible interventions to formulate policies that address 
understudied obstacles and barriers faced by gun violence survivors. Other than the opportunity to speak about 
their experiences, which study participants may experience as beneficial, there are no direct benefits to the study 
participants. 

 
Will I be paid for participating in the study or experience any costs? 

You will be compensated with your choice of a $20 Starbucks gift card or a meal during the duration of the 
interview. Note that compensation for participation in a research study is considered taxable income. There are 
no anticipated costs other than your time. 

 

 
Will my study-related information be kept confidential? 

With your permission, I would like to audiotape this interview so that I can make an accurate transcript.  If you do 
not want the interview recorded, I will instead take hand-written notes. Once I have transcribed the interview, I will 
erase the recordings and/or destroy the notes.  Your name will not be in the transcript or my notes. Note that the 
transcript will be assigned a code number.  There will be no list or other mechanism that connects your name to this 
code. The information that you provide in the study will be handled confidentially. However, there may be 
circumstances where this information must be released or shared as required by law. The University of Arizona 
Institutional Review Board; other federal, state, or international regulatory agencies; or the sponsor of the study may 
review the research records for monitoring purposes. 
 
If you choose, you may elect to share your anonymized interview with the Inter-University Consortium for Political 
and Science Research (ICPSR), a data clearing-house for scholars and researchers. This will create an archive of your 
interview and allow future researchers to access your data. This is entirely optional and will only take place with 
your written consent. Your participation in the study will not be otherwise impacted if you choose not to elect this 
option.  

 
Will my study-related information be used for future research? 

De-identified collected about you may be used in future research studies conducted by the Principal Investigator.  

 
Who can answer my questions about the study? 

For questions, concerns, or complaints about the study you may contact the Principal Investigator Jennifer Carlson 
at 312-391-1433 or jennifercarlson@email.arizona.edu. For questions about your rights as a participant in this study 
or to discuss other study-related concerns or complaints with someone who is not part of the research team, you 
may contact the Human Subjects Protection Program at 520-626-6721 or online at 
http://rgw.arizona.edu/compliance/human-subjects-protection-program. 
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Verbal Consent to Participate in this Study 
 

I have read (or someone has read to me) this form, and I am aware that I am being asked to participate in a 
research study.  I have had the opportunity to ask questions and have had them answered to my satisfaction.  I 
voluntarily agree to participate in this study. I acknowledge that I am not giving up any legal rights by signing this 
form.  I will be given a copy of this form. 

 
Written Consent to Archiving of Anonymized Interview 

 

I have read (or someone has read to me) this form, and I am aware that I am given the option of allowing my 
anonymized interview to be archived at the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Science Research 
(ICPSR).  I have had the opportunity to ask questions and have had them answered to my satisfaction.  I 
understand that I do not have to agree to this portion of the consent form in order to participate in the study. I 
voluntarily agree to have my anonymized interview archived.  
 
I am not giving up any legal rights by signing this form.  I will be given a copy of this form. 

 
     

Printed name of subject  Signature of subject  Date 
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